ABSTRACT: Sporulated oocysts of Eimeria nieschulzi that were fixed and mounted on glass slides in polymerized resin in 1976 are examined. Size, shape, and integrity of oocysts and sporocysts are compared to similar observations we made in 1977 and reported in 1978 (Journal of Parasitology 64: 163-164). Our conclusion is that the methods we reported on in 1978 provide one opportunity to produce permanent specimens of sporulated oocysts that could be made available for deposit in nationally accredited museums.
In 1978 we reported 2 methods to produce permanent slides of coccidian oocysts (Marchiondo and Duszynski, 1978) for light microscopy. Bandoni and Duszynski (1988) discuss the problems created in coccidian systematic studies by the failure of workers in the discipline to adhere to a type tradition when describing new species ofcoccidia from sporulated oocysts. They note that our preservation techniques and the use of good photomicrographs could help preserve key oocyst structures for later identification THE JOURNAL OF PARASITOLOGY, VOL. 74, NO.4, AUGUST 1988 (j) FIGURES 1-8. Photomicrographs of sporulated oocysts of Eimeria nieschulzi. x 1,800. 1, 2. Live oocysts showing some ofthe variation in shape seen in normal populations of E. nieschulzi. 3-5. Prints of negatives of oocysts embedded in resin (see Marchiondo and Duszynski, 1978) and photographed in 1977, about 15 mo after oocysts were mounted and polymerization occurred. 6-8. Oocysts on the same slide as oocysts in and that the effort to use such techniques by those who describe new species based on oocyst structure can help remedy the current lack of a type tradition in coccidian systematics. Thus, it seemed appropriate at this time to reexamine the slides we prepared more than a decade ago to determine whether or not the oocysts mounted on them have maintained their structural integ- 11.5(9-13) 7.4 (6-8) 1.55
• All measurements are means (n = 25) followed by the (ranges). t Oocysts measured 15 mo after treatment/affixation to slides (see Marchiondo and Duszynski . 1978) .
; Treatment group: CO, (5%), glutaraldehyde (15%),0.0, (2%), Epon 812. § Treatment group: CO, (5%), Kamovsy's, 050, (2%), Spurr's.
rity. Table I and Figures 1-8 show the results of our study of these preserved oocysts. Although there was some initial shrinkage of oocysts during the first year after embedding, probable compression ofoocysts under the cover glassover time has caused the oocysts to swell slightly in the decade since they were last measured (Table  I) 
